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Further to my query (HM 1, 448) regarding the availability 
of referees ’ reports and other correspondence relevant to papers 
submitted for publication, a few enquiries revealed the following: 
Acta Mathematics has retained all correspondence connected 
with submitted papers since 1957; naturally enough these are 
still considered confidential. Prof. Lars Hormander (the present 
editor) believes that the previous editor, Prof. N.E. Niirlund 
kept no records. On the other hand, Prof. M.G. Mittag-Leffler 
(editor from 1882 to 1926) did retain his correspondence re 
Acta Math., and it is available to scholars at the Mittag-Leffler 
Institute in Stockholm. 
Annals of Mathematics has retained all correspondence since 
1968 -- again considered confidential. All previous correspon- 
dence has been destroyed. The editors appear to have no policy 
on the matter. 
Journal fir die Reine und Angewandte Mathematik (Crelle). 
The editor, Prof. Helmut Hasse, has retained all relevant corres- 
pondence since 1937. There appears to be no trace of earlier 
correspondence. 
London Mathematical Society has retained some (perhaps all) 
correspondence, but deems it confidential. 
Mathematische Annalen. All correspondence has been destroyed. 
Mathematische Zeitschrift. The editors of this journal do 
have a definite policy: all correspondence is destroyed after 
the appearance of the paper. 
It should be mentioned that the highly structured refereeing 
system in operation today often had no counterpart in years gone 
by. Much of the refereeing was done by word of mouth, on an 
informal basis. 
